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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To properly correct the signal of an image, and to sufficiently prevent the blurring 
phenomenon at the rear end of a halftone image. 

SOLUTION: The region where the density decreases at the rear end in the subscanning direction of the inspection 
pattern of halftone that is formed in a photoreceptor 2 by a tone image is detected by a reflection density sensor 1 1 , 
and the length (x) thereof is obtained and it is compared with a reference value xO. The image-forming signal of the 
inspection pattern is corrected so that the latent image potential at the most rear end of the inspection pattern becomes 
lower as much as a constant value and the above density becomes the latent image linearly connected from the 
foremost end of the decreasing region to the rear end thereof. By the image-forming signal after this correction, the 
inspection pattern is again formed, and this processing is repeated. This repeating processing is repeated until the 
length (x) becomes the reference value xO or less. 
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